The role of the irritative zone and of the number and distribution of calcifications in the severity of epilepsy associated with intracranial calcifications.
To determine the influence of the location of the irritative zone, and the number and the distribution of the intracranial calcifications in the severity of epilepsy associated with intracranial calcifications. We studied 47 patients with epilepsy and intracranial calcifications, 24 with normal (Group A) and 23 with abnormal interictal EEGs (Group B), a control group (n=21) with abnormal interictal EEGs and normal CT-scans (Group C). Clinical, electroencephalographic and neuroradiological features were compared among groups. Temporal lobe interictal EEG abnormalities were found in 23/24 Group B patients, and in all Group C patients. Most Group B and Group C patients presented temporal lobe seizure symptomatology, whereas in most Group A patients symptomatology was rolandic (p=0.0001). Epilepsy was more severe in Group B and Group C patients than in Group A patients (p=0.0001 and p=0.0054). No relationship was found between the number of calcifications and epilepsy severity. An irritative zone at the temporal lobe is more relevant in determining the severity, symptomatology and frequency of seizures than the number and location of calcifications.